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HADLEY — Local police are giving residents the opportunity to protect 
themselves from fraud by publicly shredding documents with private 
information.	

The Hadley Police Department is co-sponsoring a free community shred 
event with other local organizations, including the Hadley Council on Aging, 
Valley Green Shredding, the Seniors and Law Enforcement Together Council 
and the Northwestern district attorney’s office. It will be held at the Hadley 
Senior Center at 46 Middle St. from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday.	

“It is a community event to get people information about identity theft and 
preventing identity theft,” said Hadley Police Officer Jesse Green. “Anybody 
can bring in anything paper to shred.”	




Officers will be on site to provide information about identity theft. People 
who are not from Hadley are also welcome to participate.	

Green said appropriate documents to shred include old bank statements, 
utility bills, credit card statements, medical records, tax records and pay 
stubs. Any document with important personal information should be shredded 
before it is thrown away, he said.	
!
“It’s good to get everybody aware that identity theft happens a lot,” he said. 
“People don’t realize that throwing bank statements out in the trash can be 
dangerous.”	

This will be the second time the town has had a shredding event like this one, 
according to Green. He was at the first, which took place in 2014. As with the 
previous event there will be food, including hamburgers and hot dogs, he 
said.	

Identity theft is on the rise, and events such as this one are becoming more 
common, Green said.	

A statement about the event from the Northwestern district attorney’s office 
said criminals can use “pre-approved” credit cards in the mail to activate the 
cards for their use without the knowledge of the person they were addressed 
to. They should be torn up, according to the district attorney’s office.	

“As long as people are responsible with their documents, they can protect 
themselves,” Green said.	
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Dave Eisenstadter can be reached at deisen@gazettenet.com.


