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Here's what 8,300 pounds of paper shredded by Valley Green
Shredding looks like before it's recycled. Valley Green will visit the
South Hadley Department of Public Works on Saturday to do some free
shredding and inspire donations of nonperishible food for the local food
pantry.
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SOUTH HADLEY – Twenty years ago, nobody

thought much about identity theft. 

Today it’s a household word, and shredding

sensitive papers has become a safety measure not

only for businesses, but increasingly for

individuals. 

On Nov. 12, people are invited to bring their

outdated bank statements, incriminating love

letters, ancient bills and other useless records to

10 Industrial Drive in South Hadley from 9 a.m. to

noon to see how it’s done. 

The event, called “Bring Three, Shred for Free,” is

presented by Valley Green Shredding and the

South Hadley Department of Public Works. 

Anyone who brings three nonperishable food items

for the Food Pantry in South Hadley can watch as

an industrial-strength shredder gobbles up their

old papers, before disgorging them at recycling

center in Springfield. 

Shredding services are a sign of the times. There’s even a National Association for Information Destruction. 

Some may scoff that the times are paranoid, but it’s no joke. In 2010 the state passed the Massachusetts

Identity Theft Prevention Law. 
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Valley Green Shredding, based in South Deerfield, opened earlier this year. Other shredding companies have popped

up all over Massachusetts, with names like Shred King, Docustroy, Shred-It, Datashredder and Secureshred. 

A company called ProShred recently did some free shredding for Monson residents. 

Valley Green Shredding is run by Heather and Eric Wartel of South Hadley. 

Eric, whose wife is primary owner of the company, said he first got the idea of shredding 20 years ago, when he was

working for a hospital. He would see patients’ records in the trash and think, “There has to be a better way.” 

Today Eric drives a truck with a built-in shredder all over the region, doing paid work for businesses and presenting

“shredding events” in such towns as Greenfield, Amherst and Chicopee. 

His machine shreds 58 pounds a minute, and he says bystanders are fascinated by the noise and the power. 

“Everything is hydraulic,” said Wartel. “It runs off the engine of the truck. If I were driving, I would be going 50

miles an hour.” 

Wartel said one of the reasons he and his wife decided on a mobile shredder is they wanted to reach out to people

who had no other option. 

It took them six weeks to have the industrial-strength shredder built into the vehicle. The system is equipped with a

camera that lets people see what’s happening in the bowels of the truck. 

The three food donations required for free shredding can include canned fruits, vegetables, meats, soups and

sauces, as well as beans, oils, pasta, toiletries and more. 

For more information on”Bring Three, Shred for Free,” call (413) 538-5033 or go to www.southhadley.org.
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